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Iran and Armenia: Comprehending a Durable Friendship
Shiva Alizadeh'

Abstract

The relationship between Iran and Armenia can be characterized as very unique due to its
exceptionally unstrained nature in a troubled region. The typical language used of Iranian
and Armenian officials describes bilateral relations as friendly, trustful and promising.
These words are more than mere diplomatic gestures. Hardly any actor on the political
stage of the two countries have questioned the necessity of maintaining this warm
relationship over the last three decades. It seems that this special relationship has the
capacity to transcend individuals and remain intact despite vicissitudes of domestic as well
as regional and international environment. Real and tangible experiences have contributed
to such a desirable atmosphere. As a result of some historical, cultural, geographical and
economic realities the bilateral relations has largely remained void of tensions for a long
time. The existence of friendship denotes a strong bond that can be hardly destroyed or
replaced, and implies something of much higher level than simple friendly relations. Study
of interstate friendship has attracted much less attention than rivalry, enmity, confrontation,
etc. War has been traditional concern of International Relations' theorists. However, the so-
called "emotional turn" has brought about a difference. This research is based on the
premise that states can experience friendship. Besides reviewing developments of the
relationship between Iran and Armenia since 1992, 1 will discuss if recent geopolitical
changes of the Caucasus can transform the nature of their ties or not.

Keywords: Iran-Armenia-Friendship- Caucasus- Emotional Turn

1. Assistant Professor of Regional Studies, University of Tehran; Shiva_alizadeh@ut.ac.ir
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India and Armenia: From Civilisational Brother to Strategic Partner
Dr. Mahesh Ranjan Debaeta' & Dr. Sudhanshu Shekhar Nayak®

Abstract

India-Armenia historico-cultural linkage traces back to 149 BC, when two Indian Princes,
Krishna and Ganesh from Kannauj, established Indian settlements in Armenia. The
relationship blossomed in the 7th century AD when Armenian merchant-cum-diplomat,
Tomas Cana settled down in Malabar Coast, Kerala, along with many Armenians.
Armenian settlements were established in Agra, Saidabad, Surat and Bengal during the
Mughal and British eras. Armenian settlements were also found in Mumbai, Chandan
Nagar, Gwalior, Lucknow and Puducherry. Armenian language, literature, art and
architecture in India prospered by leaps and bounds. Besides trade, the Armenians enriched
Indian administration, art, architecture and culture.

India-Armenia relations flourished with Armenia’s independence after Soviet
disintegration. New Delhi recognized Armenia in December 1991, and the critical
“Protocol on Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between India and Armenia” was
signed on 31 August 1992. In 2022, the 30th anniversary of establishing their diplomatic
relations was celebrated. In the last three decades, political exchanges between the
countries have become the mainstay of their partnership. In 2019, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Armenia’s President Nikol Pashinyan met on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly. It was followed by the Indian External Affairs Minister's Armenia visit
in 2021 and the reciprocal visit by Armenia's Foreign Minister to India in 2022 and again in
2025. The cooperation at the parliamentary level since 2005 has been consistent and result-
oriented. New Delhi's support to Armenia during the Nagorno-Karabakh war (2020) and
Yerevan's support during the recent India-Pakistan intense military action is appreciated by
both countries. There has been an increase in trade between the two sides from 2020-21
onwards. Trade may not be significant, but the trade balance is in Armenia's favour. Since
2015, India has been providing developmental and humanitarian assistance to Armenia.
Armenia has supported India's candidature for a permanent seat at UNSC and India's
candidature for a non-permanent seat for the term 2021-22. In addition, cultural cooperation
has remained the mainstay of the relationship between the two. India is Armenia’s top
defence partner.

Against this background, this paper analyses the overall relationship between the two in
post-Soviet space. The paper argues that as a votary of peace and stability across the globe,
India will be an important player in Armenia’s ambitious “Crossroads of Peace” project. In
this context, the sincere and constant efforts of both countries' political leadership will be
essential, as this paper suggests, so that their historical-cultural relationships can become a
new-age strategic partnership. The paper believes that India must consider Armenia as her
“extended neighbourhood", which includes the region from the "Suez Canal to the South
China Sea,” at par with India’s partnership with Southeast and Central Asia. The paper adds
that it could be a stepping stone to a much-needed mutual Strategic Partnership Agreement
(SPA) between New Delhi and Yerevan, which has a solid foundation of centuries-long
civilization linkage.

1. Dr Mahesh Ranjan Debata is an Associate Professor at the Centre for Inner Asian Studies, School
of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India.

2. Dr Sudhanshu Shekhar Nayak is the Principal of Podar International School. A CBSE Certified
Master Trainer, SQAAF Mentor. Core Committee Member of NCF, SE (Department of Education),
India
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Future Studies of the Role and Position of Armenia in Cultural Iran in Light
of the Experience of Historical-Cultural Relations between Iran and Armenia

Aref Barkhordari!

Abstract

The present text, adopting a futures studies approach and based on an analysis of the
experience of historical—cultural relations between Iran and Armenia (with attention to the
separation of Armenia from Iran in the context of the First and Second Russo—Iranian wars
against Iran), seeks to examine the possible role and position of Armenia in the future of
Cultural Iran. In general, the concept of “Cultural Iran” refers to a civilizational sphere that
extends beyond the political borders of Iran over the past hundred years. Cultural Iran, as a
civilizational and cultural sphere, makes it possible to rethink and reread the role of
peripheral actors within a historical and future-oriented framework.

Armenia, as one of the oldest civilizational neighbors of Iran, and considering that in
past periods it was part of Iran’s historical domain, has held a special position within Iran
Shahr throughout history and has consistently lived in interaction between its independent
ethno-religious identity and deep cultural ties with the Iranian world. The findings of the
research indicate that enduring historical coexistence, Armenia’s role as a cultural
intermediary between Iran, the Caucasus, and the Christian world, and the continuity of
intangible cultural ties are regarded as the most important civilizational assets of this
country within the framework of Cultural Iran. In light of geopolitical transformations in
the Caucasus, identity crises in the contemporary world, and the increasing importance of
soft power, Armenia can in the future play a role as one of the connecting links between
Cultural Iran and Europe and Eastern Christianity.

By outlining three scenarios—“active cultural convergence,” “passive coexistence,” and
“gradual civilizational rupture”—the present text shows that the realization of the desired
scenario requires avoiding the politicization of the concept of Cultural Iran and focusing on
cultural diplomacy, academic cooperation, and the revival of shared historical memory
between Iran and Armenia. The conclusion of the text shows that the future role of Armenia
in Cultural Iran lies not in identity integration, but in the creative redefinition of a
multicultural and sustainable civilizational bond.

EEINT3

Keywords: Cultural Iran, Armenia, historical—cultural relations, convergence, cultural ties.

1. Assistant Professor of Political Thought, University of Tehran Iran; arefbarkhordari@ut.ac.ir
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India Outreach to the South Caucasus: Opportunities and Dilemmas
Jason Wahlang'

Abstract

The South Caucasus is experiencing a period of cold peace which can be seen particularly
with the attempts made by the Armenian and the Azerbaijanis to find long term peace. The
two nations have been at loggerheads for decades, which had acted as a roadblock for peace
in the region. The peace has ensured that all nations in the region look towards their own
foreign policy and forge new alliances and avenues for cooperation. The recent geopolitical
and geostrategic shifts due to rising instability across the region and the international arena
particularly the Middle East and Eurasia, has also encouraged nations to recalculate and
recalibrate their foreign policies and the alliances.

This has been particularly evident in the South Caucasus with Armenia recent attempts
at enhanced multi vectorism and pushing for reduced dependence on Russia since 2020.
This has allowed new players to create space for themselves and attempt to create influence
in the region. Similar attempts have also been made in the case of Azerbaijan and Georgia
who have also begun making calculated geopolitical and geostrategic shifts in their own
foreign policy. Major players like France and the European Union have welcomed
Armenia’s geopolitical calculations and tried to increase their influence. China has been at
the forefront when it comes to Azerbaijan and Georgia with both nations signing strategic
partnerships treaties with Beijing. Regional players have also staked their claims with the
Islamic Republic of Iran and Tiirkiye being the main focal points for all three nations of the
South Caucasus.

Nations like India as well are seeing their own space with India looking into various
new avenues for their extended neighbourhood policy which also includes Eurasia. India
has ties with Georgia, economic ties with Azerbaijan but recent geopolitical complexities
have complicated the relationship to an extent. India relationship with Armenia is the
fastest growing relationship with regard to India outreach with the South Caucasus with
Yerevan being the main point of attention for New Delhi. India relationship with the
Islamic Republic also helps in India outreach with the region and could be a significant
partner and game changer for India geopolitical, geostrategic and geoeconomic calculations
towards the South Caucasus. This paper would attempt to look at how the recent
geopolitical complexities have impacted the South Caucasus foreign policy with a focus on
the nature of their foreign policies concepts. The paper would also seek to answer India’s
role in the region, how it has evolved and the recent relationship India has with the three
nations. Lastly, the paper would also focus on how the Islamic Republic of Iran and India
could work together in the region.

Keywords: Multi-Vector Policy, South Caucasus, Eurasia, India and Iran
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Instrumentalization of the “Zangezur Corridor” issue in
Azerbaijan’s Foreign Policy

Karine Mkrtchyan'

Abstract

Following the 2020 war, the “Zangezur Corridor” became one of the main components of
Azerbaijan’s official rhetoric, presented as an infrastructural and transport project
connecting the main part of Azerbaijan with the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic. Over
time, however, the ‘“Zangezur Corridor” issue has been instrumentalized by Azerbaijan.
The issue now serves not only to influence domestic public opinion but also to shape
perceptions in relations with regional and international actors. This topic seeks to identify
how Azerbaijani leadership employs the corridor discourse as a tool of maneuvering and
bargaining in the field of foreign policy, aiming to clash the interests of regional and global
actors, oppose them to each other. The rhetoric around the “Zangezur Corridor” has moved
beyond the scope of a transport-related project, becoming a strategic component of
Azerbaijan’s foreign policy, designed to secure advantageous positions for the country on
both regional and international agendas.

1. The "Public Relations and Information Center" SNCO Researcher; kmkrtchyan0798@gmail.com
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Geopolitical Transformation in the South Caucasus: Actors, Emerging
Threats, and the Regional Balance of Power, and Turkey's Caucasus Policy

Hasan Oktay'

Abstract

The South Caucasus possesses a complex security environment shaped by frozen conflicts,
great power rivalry, and energy geopolitics in the post-Cold War era. The 2020 Karabakh
War and subsequent developments have fundamentally transformed the region's established
status quo. This article comprehensively addresses the roles of local, regional, and global
actors in the South Caucasus; the rising influence of non-state actors; new environmental,
cyber, and energy-based security threats; and the debate over 'New Armenia' within an
integrated framework. The study analyzes the region's transition from the post-Soviet
security architecture to the post-Karabakh geopolitical order, assessing the emerging new
power balances. Will the Russia-Iran-US TRIP Project and Turkey's stance bring peace to
the South Caucasus?

Keywords: South Caucasus, geopolitical transformation, non-state actors, energy security,
Armenia, regional balance of power
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International North-South Transport Corridor:
Republic of Armenia and Islamic Republic of Iran

Suren H. Parsyan', Emil A. Grigoryan®, Vardan S. Aleksanyan’, Taguhi V.Melqonyan*

Abstract

Problem statement: The role of the South Caucasus as a transit region connecting East and
West and North and South has been significant since ancient times. In the last 20-30 years,
the countries of the South Caucasus have been part of various infrastructure integration
projects, such as TRACECA, the New Silk Road, and INSTC. The latter aims to establish a
land connection between India and Russia. Armenia is also not excluded from the
mentioned projects. However, some challenges of a political and economic nature are of
great interest from a research perspective in order to understand to what extent Armenia can
participate in these transport projects, what opportunities it has, and what are the positive
aspects of Armenia being a transit country.

Main question and hypothesis: Armenia's participation in INSTC is conditioned by
political, economic and security factors. However, in a number of directions, including in
terms of infrastructure development, there are a number of problems related to the quality
of roads. The study will consider several issues related to the economic and infrastructure
components of participation in integration projects. In particular, Armenia’s low level of
infrastructure development and inadequate level of investment in the transport sector are
one of the main obstacles to Armenia becoming a transport hub in the South Caucasus and
the INSTC project. The increase in the volume of foreign investment could serve as a basis
for the growth of Armenia’s transit revenues and trade turnover in the region in the coming
decades. Given Armenia’s geographical location, Iran, India and Russia may be interested
in Armenia’s involvement in the INSC project and the construction of an alternative route.

It is also interesting to note that the development of other transport infrastructure
integration projects may reduce Armenia's role in the INSTC project. Taking into account
the above, the main directions and targets of this research can be outlined.

Methodology: In the context of the identified problems, the research can be carried out in
several dimensions. In the research, we will use quantitative and qualitative data. First of
all, a comparison will be made of the transport infrastructure projects implemented in the
South Caucasus, Armenia's participation in them and its role. For this purpose, the websites
of the relevant projects (TRACECA, The New Silk Road, International North-South
Transport Corridor), as well as the results of research conducted by other structures and
specialists engaged in research in the field, will serve as an information source. Within the
framework of the study of infrastructure development, various quantitative indicators will
be considered, through which a comparative analysis will be conducted and the level of
readiness of the South Caucasus and other regional countries to participate in the INSTC
project will be revealed. It is also possible to compare the economic significance of
individual transport corridors and assess their impact on the Armenian economy, and

1. Suren H. Parsyan, PhD in Economics, Associate Professor at Armenian State University of
Economics, Yerevan, Armenia; surenparsyan2017@gmail.com
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estimate the size of transit revenues. In order to assess the positioning of each of the South
Caucasus countries and Armenia in particular in the INSTC project, an import-export
profile study of the countries will be conducted. This study will focus especially on
countries interested in the construction of the North-South corridor. Quantitative indicators
such as transit times and infrastructure capacity will also serve as a basis for the study.
Analysis based on the combination of quantitative and qualitative data will allow obtaining
a more comprehensive, complete and at the same time detailed picture of the problem.
Findings and Results: The results can be summarized in several sections:

Chance for Regional Cooperation: The North-South Transport Corridor is an alternative
route that provides a connection between the Persian Gulf and the Black Sea, which
provides new opportunities for Armenia and neighboring countries for regional
cooperation. Not only Armenia, but also Iran can facilitate the process of transporting
goods to Europe. The route can reduce the financial and time costs of transportation, which
will benefit all countries in the value chain. The Armenian government has also undertaken
the rehabilitation, reactivation and development of regional transit routes not only in the
North-South, but also in the East-West directions, which will allow bringing the vision of a
regional crossroads to life. Positive steps have also been taken in this direction in the past,
such as the establishment of the Meghri free economic zone on the Iranian border in 2017,
as well as the implementation of joint Armenia-Iran infrastructure projects. In this context,
it is important also emphasize Georgia's role as a transit country. Thus, attracting foreign
investment and developing infrastructure can serve as a basis for deepening regional
cooperation.

Geoeconomic Challenges: Armenia faces a number of economic and geopolitical
challenges in the region. Armenia was excluded from various regional infrastructure
projects (Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway and trans-Turkish energy pipelines) in the post-Soviet
period. As a result, the country could only rely on the road and the axis connecting the
northern and southern parts of the country. However, despite the strategic importance of the
road for Armenia, the construction of the 556-km highway has been ongoing for more than
a decade. This is due to financial, engineering and managerial problems. The lack of a
railway connection with Iran is another challenge. Another issue is the construction of a
highway and railway through Azerbaijan, which will also be part of the INSTC. In addition,
regional tensions are a significant obstacle to attracting foreign investment. These
geoeconomic challenges mean that, without political agreements and substantial
investment, Armenia’s corridor could struggle to attract the volume of transit traffic needed
to fulfill its transformative potential.

Future Possibilities for Armenia: The corridor can significantly reshape Armenia's
economic and regional role. The new highway will reduce transportation costs and provide
access to new markets. Armenia's exports can be carried out in two directions: to Europe
and to the Persian Gulf. Thus, Armenia can be a transit country. Trips along the road will
become easier, higher quality and shorter. In this context, the connection with the Syunik
region is especially important. The launch of the North-South highway will allow to create
new jobs and attract investments. In addition to GDP growth, it will also increase Armenia's
strategic importance for major powers involved in Eurasian trade. In summary, the North—
South corridor carries the promise of transforming Armenia from a landlocked periphery
into a proactive corridor state — one that leverages its geography to foster economic
development and regional cooperation.

Keywords: infrastructure capacity, regional cooperation, Eurasia, trade, transit
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Armenia and the United States Relations:
Limited and Better than Nothing!

. 1
Cyrus Faizee

Abstract

Armenia has always had good relations with the United States. This relation was, in the
past, even stronger than those between Baku and the United States. But the capacity of this
relation to be effective against Baku’s extraordinary influence on American politics under
“the current circumstances” is very small. Currently, Armenia’s good relations with Russia
and Iran, although vital for its security, have a negative impact on Armenia’s relations with
the United States. On the other hand, Baku has made itself an important partner for the
United States because of its enmity to Russia and Iran, and its close ties with Turkey,
NATO and the European Union, and Israel. Therefore, Baku is more important to the
United States, but it is in the interest of US policy to preserve the Armenian card. Now,
given the current puzzling situation, the important question may be why Armenia-US
relations are important to Yerevan. In response, we can imagine that perhaps, just as these
relations are less important to America than relations with the Baku, Armenia’s
expectations, are not as high in the current situation, and its interests is in using this
relationship to manage the current critical situation of the region and keep the peace.

Keywords: Armenia, Baku, United States, Nagorno-Karabakh, South Caucasu
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Transition from Traditional Lobbying to Cyber Diplomacy: Analyzing the
Role of the Armenian Diaspora in Cyberspace in the Post-Second Nagorno-
Karabakh War Era

Ali Mahmoudzadeh

Abstract

The Armenian diaspora, with its profound historical roots and significant demographic
presence (approximately 10 million people outside Armenia), has long served as an
influential actor in international policymaking, particularly concerning the interests of
Armenians and the population of Armenia. This cohesive community, built around an
ethno-religious identity and a sense of belonging to its ancestral homeland, has for decades
pursued goals such as supporting the independence of Nagorno-Karabakh and exerting
pressure on Turkey and Azerbaijan through traditional lobbying efforts in the United States.
However, events such as the defeat in the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War (2020) and the
collapse of the region in 2023 compelled this group to reassess its previous strategies and
explore alternative approaches, including "cyber diplomacy" and "digital soft power."
Drawing on an integrated theoretical framework of cyber soft power—incorporating the
works of Joseph Nye, Manuel Castells, and David Potter—and emphasizing the concept of
narrative warfare, this study analyzes this strategic transition. The findings reveal that the
Armenian diaspora, through activism in cyberspace and the organization of supporter
networks, now seeks not only to garner public opinion but also to mount rapid and effective
counter-narratives against its rival (Azerbaijan). In essence, cyber activism has not entirely
replaced traditional lobbying; rather, it functions as a complementary mechanism that
accelerates lobbying efforts. This adaptation underscores the diaspora’s flexibility,
resilience, and strategic acumen in navigating the evolving landscape of technological
revolution and geopolitics. It is evident that the success of this group hinges on the
intelligent integration of traditional and cyber strategies.

Keywords: Second Nagorno-Karabakh War, Narrative Warfare, Armenian Diaspora, Cyber
Soft Power, Lobbying



Mol Sioles (sladlis ol S MY
Balance of Power in the South Caucasus: Regional and Extra-Regional Actors

Mostafa Valizadeh Orjaliloo’

Abstract

Introduction: The South Caucasus has long been recognized as a sensitive arena in
geopolitical interactions. Its strategic location, connecting Europe and Asia, and its role as a
corridor for energy and transport routes have made it a focal point of competition among
regional and extra-regional powers. The necessity of this research lies in examining how
the interplay of these actors shapes the balance of power in the region. Research Question
and Hypothesis: The central question of this study is: How does the presence and rivalry of
powers such as Russia, Turkey, and Iran, alongside the involvement of the United States
and the European Union, transform the security and political structure of the South
Caucasus? The hypothesis suggests that the balance of power in the South Caucasus is not
merely the outcome of military rivalry but is also deeply influenced by economic
interactions, energy politics, and multilateral diplomacy. Methodology: This research
employs a document-based analysis combined with a descriptive—analytical approach. Data
are examined through the lens of balance of power theory, allowing for a systematic
exploration of the dynamics between regional and extra-regional actors. The methodology
emphasizes qualitative assessment of official documents, policy papers, and scholarly
works to provide a comprehensive understanding of the evolving geopolitical landscape.
Findings and Conclusion: The findings indicate that the simultaneous presence of regional
and extra-regional actors has increased the complexity of relations and intensified
competition. Russia seeks to maintain its traditional influence, Turkey pursues strategic
depth through cultural and economic ties, Iran emphasizes its role as a neighboring power
with energy and transport interests, while the United States and the European Union aim to
limit Russian dominance and promote stability through economic and political engagement.
Despite heightened rivalry, opportunities for cooperation have emerged, particularly in
energy projects, transport corridors, and multilateral initiatives. The conclusion underscores
that the future balance of power in the South Caucasus will depend on the ability of these
actors to establish mechanisms of cooperation and manage competition effectively.

Keywords: Energy, Iran, Regional Cooperation, Russia, South Caucasus, Turkey, Balance
of Power
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Multilevel Diplomacy and the Impact of Diaspora Networks and Non-State
Actors on Armenia’s Foreign Policy

Mostafa Valizadeh Orjaliloo’

Abstract

In the era of globalization, diaspora networks and non-state actors have emerged as
significant drivers of foreign policy. Armenia, with its extensive diaspora communities
dispersed across Europe, North America, and the Middle East, represents a prominent case
of how transnational networks can shape the external relations of a small state. The
Armenian diaspora is not merely a social entity but also a political and economic force that
influences the country’s foreign policy agenda. This study addresses the central question:
How have diaspora networks and non-state actors functioned as catalysts of Armenia’s
foreign policy within the framework of multilevel diplomacy? Research Question and
Hypothesis: The main research question is: In what ways do diaspora networks and non-
state actors contribute to Armenia’s foreign policy strategies at regional and global levels?
The hypothesis suggests that these actors, by mobilizing cultural, economic, and political
resources, have strengthened Armenia’s foreign policy capacity. This research employs a
qualitative approach, relying on document analysis and case studies. Data were collected
from official sources, international reports, and comparative studies. The methodology
emphasizes triangulation of evidence to ensure validity. By examining lobbying activities,
media campaigns, and cultural initiatives, the study highlights the mechanisms through
which diaspora networks and civil society organizations exert influence. The analysis also
considers the interplay between governmental institutions and non-state actors in shaping
Armenia’s diplomatic strategies. Findings and Results: The findings reveal that Armenian
diaspora networks in Western countries have significantly influenced foreign policy
outcomes through political lobbying, media activism, and economic support. For instance,
diaspora organizations in the United States and France have successfully lobbied for
recognition of the Armenian Genocide, thereby shaping Armenia’s international narrative
and diplomatic leverage. Furthermore, diaspora-led economic initiatives have provided
financial resources that strengthen Armenia’s resilience in times of regional conflict.
Domestic civil society institutions have complemented these efforts by promoting cultural
diplomacy and enhancing Armenia’s international legitimacy. Their activities in education,
arts, and social engagement have contributed to the country’s soft power.

Keywords: Armenia, Diaspora, Foreign Policy, Multilevel Diplomacy, Non-State Actors,
Transnational Networks
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Iran's Strategy in the South Caucasus during Geopolitical Transition:
Opportunities and Challenges of Cooperation with Armenia in Regional
Security and Economic Architecture (2018-2025)

Seyed Mohammad Reza Mahmoudpanahi'

Abstract

In recent years, the South Caucasus region has witnessed profound geopolitical
transformations, including the 44-day Nagorno-Karabakh War (2020), Russia-West
tensions, and the emergence of new regional and extra-regional actors. This article employs
a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on the theories of Balance of Power and
Institutional Realism, to examine Iran's strategy in the South Caucasus with a focus on
Armenia's role as a key actor during the transition to a new regional order. The article aims
to analyze the security and economic dimensions of bilateral cooperation in areas such as
North-South transit corridors, border security, and addressing the presence of extra-regional
actors. The findings indicate that while Iran maintains its traditional relations with
Armenia, it faces the imperative of strategic redefinition amidst the competition between
Russia, Turkey, and the West. This necessitates a proactive, multifaceted diplomacy and the
strengthening of shared regional institutions.

Keywords: Iran, Armenia, South Caucasus, Geopolitical Transition, Regional Security
Architecture, Transit Corridor, Balance of Power.
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Emerging Security Challenges in the South Caucasus: Analyzing
Environmental, Cyber, and Energy Security Threats in Iran-Armenia
Relations (2018-2025)

Seyed Mohammad Reza Mahmoudpanahi'

Abstract

In the post-Nagorno-Karabakh war era, the concept of security in the South Caucasus has
expanded beyond traditional (military-territorial) frameworks towards novel security
dimensions. Relying on the theoretical framework of Securitization and employing a
qualitative research method (content analysis of documents and expert interviews), this
article examines three key axes of threats within bilateral Iran-Armenia relations:
environmental threats (water scarcity, ecosystem degradation), cyber threats (information
warfare, infiltration of critical infrastructure), and energy security issues (interdependence,
diversification of transit routes). The findings indicate that while there exists common
ground for bilateral cooperation in these areas, such collaboration remains influenced by
extra-regional competition and the weakness of responsive joint institutions. Consequently,
the establishment of confidence-building mechanisms and comprehensive regional
agreements is deemed imperative.

Keywords: New Security, Environmental Threats, Cybersecurity, Energy Security, South
Caucasus, Iran and Armenia, Securitization.
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Common Challenges of Iran and Armenia in Addressing Emerging Security
Threats

Javad Masoomi'

Abstract

The South Caucasus region is facing new threats in environmental, cyber, and energy
sectors, which have profound impacts on the national security of the countries in this
region, as well as on regional and global security. Iran, as a key neighboring country,
alongside Armenia, faces several common threats that require bilateral strategic cooperation
to address these challenges and enhance sustainable security in the region. This research
analyzes the strategic challenges shared by Iran and Armenia in the three areas of
environment, cyber, and energy and provides operational suggestions to strengthen bilateral
cooperation between the two countries in terms of security and new threats in these areas.
This research employs a mixed methodology consisting of three main stages. Initially, data
from reliable documents and sources, including international reports, scientific articles,
government reports, and environmental notes published in the last three years, were
collected. These sources include reports from Iran's Strategic Research Center of the
Presidency, articles published in scientific journals of Iran and Armenia, and reports from
Armenia's Policy Research Center. This data was used to analyze security threats and
shared new challenges faced by Iran and Armenia, and to identify opportunities for bilateral
cooperation in the three areas of environment, cyber, and energy.

In the second phase, to complement the analysis and conduct a more detailed
examination of operational solutions, questionnaires and semi-structured interviews were
designed to gather expert opinions in various fields. These tools were employed to identify
opportunities for bilateral cooperation and analyze new threats in the three aforementioned
areas. The third phase included specialized meetings with 30 elite experts from both Iranian
and Armenian nationalities, held to further examine operational and strategic solutions.
These meetings, using brainstorming and knowledge management methods, were designed
to analyze the threats and provide scientific and practical solutions to address new security
threats and strengthen bilateral cooperation in the three areas of environment, cyber, and
energy.

Preliminary studies indicate that in the field of environmental threats, climate change,
water scarcity, and reduced agricultural capacity in the South Caucasus are major
challenges that can cause widespread social and economic problems, particularly in Iran
and Armenia. Operational suggestions for addressing these crises include establishing joint
platforms for monitoring and exchanging water resource information, such as the Aras
River, developing sustainable agricultural projects resilient to climate change, and fostering
joint efforts in forecasting and managing environmental crises like droughts and floods.

In the field of cyber threats, threats to critical infrastructures such as power grids,
financial systems, and energy systems are primary challenges for both Iran and Armenia
that must be addressed seriously. In this context, operational suggestions include creating
shared cybersecurity infrastructure to protect critical infrastructures, conducting joint
cybersecurity training courses for Iranian and Armenian experts, and establishing rapid
response teams to deal with cyberattacks promptly and prevent damage to infrastructures.

In the area of energy threats, dependence on energy resources from regional and
transregional foreign actors and crises related to energy resource shortages, particularly in
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oil and gas, are major threats to both Iran and Armenia, which could jeopardize the energy
security of both countries. Operational suggestions for addressing these threats include
developing renewable energy sources such as solar and wind energy, strengthening shared
energy transmission infrastructure, and cooperating in the development of energy storage
technologies to improve resource management and enhance energy supply sustainability.

Finally, the results of the research show that in order to effectively address new security
threats in environmental, cyber, and energy challenges, Iran and Armenia must strengthen
their bilateral cooperation and adopt common strategies in these three areas. Therefore,
creating resilient infrastructures and exchanging information using bilateral knowledge
management is considered the first necessary step. This cooperation model, emphasizing
the sustainability of natural resources, protection of critical infrastructures, and
strengthening shared energy security, can help enhance the sustainable security of Iran and
Armenia in the South Caucasus region. Consequently, strategic cooperation in the areas of
environment, cyber, and energy, especially in addressing new security threats, will play a
vital role in reducing risks and improving security at the regional level.

Keywords: Iran, Armenia, South Caucasus, Environmental Threats, Cyber Threats, Energy
Challenges, Bilateral Cooperation, Sustainable Security, Strategic Cooperation, Climate
Change, Water Resources, Renewable Energy, Cybersecurity, Energy Security
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The Importance of the East Azerbaijan Province - Syunik Province Gate In
the Eurasian Economic Union and the Persian Gulf - Black Sea Corridor

Alireza Nazif'

Abstract

After reviewing the latest economic situation of bilateral relations between Iran and
Armenia and pointing out the increase in the volume of trade exchanges between Iran and
Armenia, especially that Armenia has risen to the second place in the export of East
Azerbaijan Province after Turkey, the author of the article describes the transportation
routes between Iran and Europe and the 4 existing routes with the origin and destination of
Tabriz and Berlin. By examining the duration of the route for a truck, cost and the distance
traveled, he concludes that the route of Berlin, the port of Constanta in Romania, the port of
Poti in Georgia, the railway station of Yeraskh in Armenia, the city of Kapan and Tabriz
can also be verified and seriously implemented (the Persian Gulf - Black Sea Corridor
through the Iran - Armenia - Georgia route), as well as the capacities of the East Azerbaijan
- Syunik Gate as the only land gate Iran's connection to the Eurasian Economic Union
through Armenia is also examined, and it is emphasized that by recognizing the capacities
and constructive interaction between the governmental and private sectors of the two
provinces of East Azerbaijan and Syunik, the relations between the two countries can be
significantly improved.

The author of the article presents solutions and suggestions for deepening the relations
between Syunik and East Azerbaijan, including sending and receiving governmental and
private delegations, reviving inter-provincial cooperation agreements, determining the final
status of the Meghri Free Zone in southern Armenia, launching border markets (Freeshop),
creating a joint information system for traders of the two provinces, holding an
international trilateral conference of Iran-Armenia-India, and a trilateral international
conference of 5 Eurasian countries and Iran in Tabriz and Kapan, etc.

Keywords: East Azerbaijan, Persian Gulf-Black Sea corridor, Syunik, trade agreement with
the Eurasian Economic Union, transportation routes between Iran and Europe
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The Outlook of Iran-Armenia-Russia Relations and Its Impact on the
Geopolitical Dynamics of the South Caucasus Region

Nahideh Kalashi'

Abstract

Abstract. The South Caucasus is a geostrategic region at the crossroads of regional and
global powers, where developments directly impact Eurasian stability. This paper aims to
analyze the trilateral relationship between the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of
Armenia, and the Russian Federation, and its potential role in shaping geopolitical
dynamics in the South Caucasus. The key research question is whether strategic synergy
among these three actors can lead to a functional framework for crisis management,
enhanced regional security, and resistance to unilateralism. The central hypothesis posits
that a purposeful convergence—based on economic, security, and geopolitical capacities—
could counterbalance the Azerbaijan-Turkey axis and external interventions. The research
conclusion shows that despite structural challenges, deepening trilateral cooperation,
particularly through infrastructure and political initiatives, could significantly contribute to
regional stability, prevent Armenia’s isolation, and ensure balanced national interests.

Keywords: South Caucasus, Iran, Armenia, Russia, geopolitics, power balance, foreign
policy, regional cooperation.
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Armenian Attitudes Toward Iran: A Three-Decade Evolution (1991-2025)
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Abstract

This article explores the dynamics in Armenia—Iran relations and their subsequent impact
on the perceptions and attitudes of Armenian citizens. The study draws on a range of
sociological data, made possible through extensive surveys conducted by two prominent
organizations operating in Armenia: the Caucasus Research Resource Center (CRRC) and
the International Republican Institute (IRI). These data sets, coupled with analytical
insights, illuminate not only the expectations of Armenian society toward its southern
neighbor but also the psychological and political effects stemming from the unmet aspects
of those expectations.

Public opinion in Armenia has historically been shaped by dominant information flows.
In the 1990s, during the early post-Soviet period, state-controlled media served as the
primary conduit of information, with narratives closely aligned to governmental policy
objectives. However, with the rapid advancement of information technologies in the 21st
century—especially the proliferation of digital news outlets and social media platforms—
the landscape of information dissemination has become fragmented and increasingly
difficult to regulate. This decentralization has also created fertile ground for disinformation,
which can distort public understanding, as was notably observed during the recent
escalation of the Armenian—Azerbaijani conflict.

The aftermath of the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war marked a turning point in Armenian
societal perceptions of Iran. The previously held belief that Iran might intervene—whether
due to strategic interest or regional balance considerations—gradually diminished.
However, in 2021-2022, a series of high-level statements from the Iranian leadership,
affirming Iran’s support for Armenia’s territorial integrity and emphasizing the strategic
significance of the Armenia—Iran land border, contributed to a modest revival of positive
sentiment within Armenian society. While these developments did not fully restore
confidence, they did foster a degree of reassurance, particularly on an emotional level.
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Hedging Strategy and Regional Cooperation Between Armenia and India

Suren H. Parsyan', Ararat A. Kostanian’

Abstract

A realist approach that prioritizes the economic and military capabilities of great powers or
superpowers in traditional geopolitical calculations tends to overlook or even undermine the
potential for meaningful economic and military cooperation among emerging states and
developing countries in the Global South. By focusing narrowly on superpower rivalry and
their spheres of influence, such an approach neglects the agency and strategic manoeuvring
capabilities of smaller states and middle powers in shaping regional dynamics and fostering
multilateral partnerships. Furthermore, most of the current research conducted on issues
concerning Global South cooperation has primarily focused on comparisons either
exclusively between middle powers or strictly among small powers, thereby creating a gap
in our understanding of how cross-category partnerships—particularly between small and
middle powers—function in practice.

It is thus essential to re-evaluate the strategic potential of newly emerging regional
mega-projects that involve both middle powers and small states. It is equally important to
develop or expand theoretical frameworks that can explain how hedging strategies—
typically understood in the context of great power politics—can also be successfully
employed between and among these diverse categories of states in the Global South. In this
regard, this research elaborates on one such emerging mega-project that not only provides a
novel perspective on hedging strategies within the evolving global political and economic
landscape but also reveals the growing strategic relevance and importance of the bilateral
relationship between Armenia and India in the rapidly transforming global order.

In recent years, Armenian-Indian bilateral relations have expanded significantly,
particularly following India’s announcement and advancement of the International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and the SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region) mega-projects. These developments coincide with increasing levels of security and
defence cooperation between the two countries, including Armenia’s procurement of
advanced Indian arms and military equipment. These moves position Armenia not merely
as a passive recipient of aid or a secondary ally, but as an increasingly active regional actor
capable of playing a role in counterbalancing Turkey’s expanding political, economic, and
military influence in the Indian Ocean Region and beyond.

Simultaneously, the Armenian Highlands—historically and geographically significant—
can potentially serve as an alternative land-based route for India and other Southeastern
countries seeking access to Europe. This would constitute a strategic South-West
infrastructure and logistics corridor that is not only economically significant but also
politically transformative, as it could contribute to greater regional stability and balance in
the geopolitically sensitive South Caucasus region. Indeed, India, leveraging its growing
economic power, technological expertise, and geopolitical ambitions, has already begun to
play a more assertive role in regional infrastructure development and economic integration
processes.

Specifically, India has secured a lease for the Iranian port of Chabahar and is making
substantial long-term investments in the region’s logistics infrastructure. Armenia, for its
part, has expressed a strong interest in opening a trade representation office in Chabahar as
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a strategic move to enhance its connectivity to global markets. In addition, Armenia has
taken a significant step forward by joining the Ashgabat Agreement—an international
framework aimed at establishing a comprehensive transport and transit corridor linking the
nations of Central Asia with the countries of the Middle East and Near East. Armenia
ratified its participation in this agreement in May 2025, allowing its national transportation
and logistics companies to utilize port infrastructure along the Persian Gulf and Oman Gulf,
as well as access key logistics hubs in Central Asia, under more favourable terms and
conditions.

Despite these increasingly strategic developments in the Armenia-India partnership, a
notable gap persists in scholarly literature and analysis regarding the deepening bilateral
relationship and its theoretical significance, particularly in the context of hedging strategies
utilized by states in the Global South. Current academic studies predominantly examine
hedging behaviour and strategies among middle powers, while the present research expands
the scope to consider the dynamics of hedging and strategic alignment between a small
power (Armenia) and a middle power (India).

To address this gap, the study integrates theoretical insights from both hedging strategy
literature and frameworks of economic regional integration to critically assess the
geopolitical and economic implications of Armenian-Indian relations. It explores how this
specific partnership reflects broader trends in the Global South, including the shifting roles
of small and middle powers, the formation of flexible and pragmatic alliances, and the
emergence of new models of regional integration that transcend traditional power
hierarchies.

Methodologically, the study employs a qualitative approach that draws upon both
primary and secondary sources of data spanning the period from 2020 to 2023. These
include governmental statements, defence and trade agreements, port infrastructure data,
regional investment trends, and scholarly publications on regional cooperation and hedging
theory. Through this analysis, the paper aims to demonstrate that hedging strategies, when
adapted to the context of small-middle power relations, can serve as powerful tools for
enhancing resilience, diversification, and agency within the Global South. The findings
underscore that the Armenia-India partnership exemplifies a model of strategic cooperation
that not only mitigates risks associated with over-dependence on a single great power but
also promotes shared economic and security interests. This partnership facilitates
infrastructure development, fosters diversified trade routes, enhances defence capabilities,
and contributes to regional equilibrium in an increasingly multipolar world. Moreover, it
shows how middle powers like India can extend their strategic depth and influence by
engaging constructively with smaller states in volatile or contested regions, thereby
reinforcing the concept of South-South cooperation as a viable and dynamic alternative to
traditional North-South paradigms.

Finally, this research seeks to substantiate the need for regional integration and
multidimensional cooperation as a viable strategy for the long-term development and
stability of not only the South Caucasus region but also broader parts of the Global South.
In particular, it aims to demonstrate that aligning the political, economic, and infrastructural
interests of small and middle powers can yield sustainable development outcomes while
also countering external pressures and maintaining strategic autonomy. This paper thus
contributes both empirically and theoretically to the growing body of literature on Global
South dynamics, regional integration, and hedging strategies in international relations.
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integration, Hedging Strategy, Global South
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OTHOHMIEHUA APMEHUA-TYPLHA; IIPOBJIEMBI, IIEPCIIEKTUBbI,
PA3BUTUA

Azapsan C.A.", Moscucsan A.I?

AHHOTAaMA

B coBpeMeHHOM MHpe, I'Zle MHOTO KOHQJMKTOB pa3HOro BU/a, BOMH, Hallps»KeHHO-
MeXrocyJlapCTBEHHOe OTHOLIEeHHe, 3a/ia4a PelIuTh BCe 3TU NPOTHUBOpPEYHUs U BBITHU
Ha HOPMa/IbHbIH YpOBe€Hb B3aUMHO- OTHOLIEHHWH, CTAaHOBUTCA aKTyaJbHbIM. Kak
roBopAT UcTopuyeckre ¢uaocodrl; -UcTopus desoBedyecTBa, ITa UCTOPUSA BOHH U
nepefesoB. Ha Hamel myaHeTe, Aake Ha pPerMoHAJbHOM YpOBHe, HHUKOrZa He
Lapuad Jobpococe/CKMe U rapMOHUYHbIe OTHOIIEHHUS MeX/Jy HapoJaMH, CTpaHaMu
Ha KaKOW-TO OTHOCUTEJIbHO JOJITUH Nepuof. Becersa Bo3HUKa/IM Npo6JseMbl pa3HOTO

XapakKTepa, IPUBOAUIN MIATKO TOBOPS, K HANIPSXKEHHBIM OTHOIIEHHUSIM.
Hamu gHu, B XXI-0oM Beke, K COXaJleHUI0 HANpsKEHHOCTb He yOUBaeTcs, a

HaoG6opoT pacTeT. U pacTeT no pa3HbIM NPUYUHAM;

[eono/siInTUYECKUM,
CounasbHO-3KOHOMUYECKHUM,
JlorucTuyeckumM,
Jlemorpaduydeckum,
JTHUYECKHUM,

e  PesurnosHo-ue0/0ru4ecKuM.
B Mupe cymectByeT ropsiuve TOYKHU (PErdoHbI), TAe 3TO 060CTpeHHEe YYBCTBYETCS
0co6eHHO ocTpo. OHUM M3 TaKUX PETHMOHOB SIBJIsieTCA BJIMXHUE BOCTOK. ApMeHuUs,
KOTOpasi CYMUTAETCS I0KHO-KaBKA3CKHWU CTpaHOW BMeCTe C HeNoCpeJCTBEHHbIMHU
cocensimu- ¢ pysueit, Upanom, Typuueit u c Asep6aii/>)KaHOM, MOMAJAET B 3TOT

OJIMKHEBOCTOUHBIA ¢opMaT.B Hamiell cTaTbe Mbl OCTAaHOBUMCS Ha OTHOILEHHUSX
Apmenus-Typuus, ecau 6Gojiee TouyHee Ha non-relation, koTopoe 6osee 30 JeT
HaxoJUTCS B XOJIOZHOM cocTosiHUM .Jlompo6yeM pa3obpaTbcd B NPUYMHAX TaKUX

OTHOIIEHUH U MOHUMAaTh, KAK MOXHO CJABHHYTb MX C MEPTBOH TOYKU, YTO ITOMY
MellaeT U BOWTH Ha ypoBeHb (IO BCeM 3aKOHAaM MEXAYHAapoAHOTO IIpaBa)
JI06poCoCe/ICKUX OTHOUIEHWH, KaK MoJ00aeT JBYX COCeHUM rocyzapcrBaM. Kakue
MeXaHU3MBbl (3KOHOMHYECKUE, KYJbTYpHble, TYMaHUTApHble U KOHEYHO HPaBOBbIE)
HY»XHO 3aJIeWCTBOBaTh, 4YTOObl B MEPCIEKTHUBE NPUBECTH I3TU OTHOLIEHUS OT
COCTOSIHUSI CO COTPY/IHUYECTBA U Zlo6pococeacTBa?

JlaHHble 06 aBTOpax: A3apsH Cepreil AMupxaHoBud, AoueHT EI'Y, ApMeHus
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